WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?

Are you a retired…

You are welcome to serve as a

Missionary
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Bible College Lecturer
Etc

Regular columnist
Contributor
With MissionAfrica Magazine.
Share your testimonies and practical experiences.
Your articles could help transform the lives of thousands of frontier
missionaries who are currently working in different parts of the
world now.

It could encourage spiritual growth, practical discipleship and a
deepened relationship with the Lord Jesus.

Send your articles to Mission Africa Magazine at :
info@missionafricamag.co.za.
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I

t's been a long walk to come to where we are today. Mission Africa
magazine is a vision that came 24 years ago, way back in London,
England in the United Kingdom. Praise God it's a reality today in the
city of Cape Town, South Africa. We've had to cross many mountains,
rivers and valleys, we never gave up but trusted in the Lord because He
said in Isaiah 49:23 “…They shall not be shamed that wait for me.”.
Again He said in Psalms 145:14 “The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and
raiseth up all those that be bowed down.” Halleluyah! May be the Lord
gave you a burden, a vision, a ministry many years ago but up till now
nothing strategic seems to be happening. Don't give up, it shall come to
pass in His appointed time.
We are Online, so you can subscribe from anywhere in the world. I trust
you'll be tremendously blessed as you go through
this issue. Thank you. We are also trusting the
Lord to send Editors, Journalists, Columnists,
Graphic artists, Page planners, etc from around
the world to come join us and make Mission
Africa a disciple making, non-profit, agency.
Shallom!
Charles.
Mission Africa Magazine
P.O. Box 47, Muizenberg 7950.
Cape Town, South Africa, Tel: 076 6717717 ;
Email: info@missionafricamag.co.za
Web: www. missionafricamag.co.za
Mission Africa does not necessarily subscribe to the views of its contributors
Tel: 076 6717717
Mission Africa Magazine is published monthly online by Mission Africa Publications;
cc. Reg. No. 2007/137602/23. All rights reserved
Important Notice
Mission Africa Magazine is a non profit organization. Our vision is to release
whatever royalties we receive from subscription and donations into the unfinished
task of global evangelization beginning with Africa. Although we are currently
registered as a close corporation ( c c ) in the Republic of South Africa, efforts are
being made to convert it to a non profit organization.
Acknowledgement.
Cover story photo was taken from United Nations News and Media Centre. Also
most of the News articles in this issue were from The UN and her different organs
such as World Bank, IMF, WHO, UNICEF, UNDP, UNPF etc. as well as the News and
Media departments of the World Council of Churches ( WCC ), World Evangelical
Alliance (WEA ), The African Union ( AU ) and The European Union ( EU ). We also
wish to acknowledge the fact that articles on Adopt – A - People and Training for
Missions and country profile were taken from Joshua Project and Operation World
respectively.
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COVER
By Charles King

T

he people of Africa are quite
hospitable, loving and very
peaceful. Religion is one of
the most important issue in most
African societies and the concern
for the hereafter is upper most in
the thought of millions of people in
this part of the world. Missionaries
targeting the region are quite
welcomed. You will be surprised at
the great hospitality and awesome
reception you would be given
particularly for those missionaries
coming through established mission
agencies and Church organizations.
However, there are certain regional
issues and strategic area of interest
you'll need to be aware of. This
articles is meant to probably help
prepare you spiritually, emotionally
and professionally before your
arrival. Below are some of them:
1.
A number of countries have
been shattered by decades of wars
which destroyed much of their
infrastructure, including housing,
roads, electricity and agriculture.
Rebuilding the infrastructure will
required enormous resources. So
you must make up your mind as you
travel to most parts of Africa, never
think you are visiting some world
cosmopolitan cities like New York,
Frankfurt or London. You are visiting
a world region that is in need of
urgent socio economic attention.
You are coming to a world territory
with inadequate social amenities,
like poor road network, bad drinking
water and irregular supply of
electricity.
2.
As you prepare your trip to
Africa, do not neglect the possibility

AFRICA:

32 Tips for
Missionaries

of developing entrepreneurial
initiative if you have the resources.
Most conflict and armed
opposition groups are being carry
out by jobless youths. Their
activities have continued to
constitute serious threats to

national stability and security in
their various sub regions. If they are
appropriately rehabilitated with
adequate gainful employment,
their respective communities will
enjoy peace, and poverty could be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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NEWS

BRIEF

WCC solidarity
visit to Burundi

A

In Gordil, Central African Republic, after three years of conflict, for children under-five, their bodies
weakened from malnutrition, the biggest killers were not bullets but instead malaria, respiratory
infections and diarrhoea. Photo: OCHA/Gemma Cortes36

War Weary Families In Central
African Republic In Dire Food
Situation - UN

T

hree years of conflict
and ongoing
displacements in the
Central African Republic
(CAR) continue to disrupt
agriculture and severely
constrain people's access
to food, as they struggle
with the effects of multiple
poor harvests, disrupted
markets and soaring prices
for many staple foods, two
United Nations agencies
warned today.
The country's overall crop
production in 2015
remained 54 per cent below
the pre-crisis average,

despite a 10 per cent
increase from 2014 mostly
due to a rise in cassava
production, according to
the latest Crop and Food
Security Assessment
Mission (CFSAM),
conducted by the UN Food
and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the
World Food Programme
(WFP).
Cereal harvests continued
to decline last year, with
production 70 per cent
lower than the pre-crisis
average. Overall crop

production in 2015
amounted to 838,671
tonnes, around one million
tonnes less than the
average before the crisis.
“The latest numbers are
cause for concern not only
because people skip meals
and cut portions, but also
because they opt for less
nutritious foods that
provide far less of the
proteins and vitamins they
need,” said FAO Country
Representative JeanAlexandre Scaglia in a press
release.

midst the
current tense
situation in
Burundi,
representatives of the
World Council of
Churches (WCC) and the
All Africa Conference of
Churches (AACC) have
embarked on a
solidarity visit to
Burundi from 1 to 4
March.
“We make this solidarity
visit to the Republic of
Burundi to express our
commitment to work
with all religious leaders
and all peace-seeking
people of Burundi and
to support their tireless
efforts on the ground to
secure a lasting peace
and stability in
Burundi,” said WCC
general secretary Rev.
Dr Olav Fykse Tveit.
Tveit added “We want
to express our great
concern over the
current escalation of
tensions and violence in
the country following
the recent election. As
representatives of the
ecumenical family, we
pray for peace to prevail
in Burundi.
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ACROSS AFRICA

A

frica needs US
$40billion per year
to spend on
infrastructure.
Intra regional trade within
Africa is between 10% and
12% of Africa total trade.
Comparable figures are
40% in North America and
roughly 60% in Western
Europe.
1.
Over 80% of
Africa's exports are
shipped overseas, mainly
to the European Union
(EU), China and the US.
2.
In the sub-Saharan
African region, it takes an
average of 38 days to
import and 32 days to
e x p or t g o o d s a c r os s
borders – two of the
longest wait times in the
world.
3.
Across West Africa,
between 4million and
5million women depend

almost entirely on Shea
nuts for their livelihood,
according to the Food and
Agricultural Organisation.
4.
Africa currently
produces staple food
worth US $50billion per
year, but the region could
add an extra US $20billion

annually if it dismantles
trade barriers in
Agriculture.
5.
The 2011 drought –
induced famine in the
Horn of Africa affected
more than 10million
people, claimed 257,000
lives and cost over US

$1billion in damages.
6.
Total trade
between China and Africa
reached US $210.2billion in
2013
7. About 60% of the
population of Angola is

CONTD ON PAGE 15

Sunday school teachers, chaplains in West Africa attend
workshop on HIV prevention

T

he meeting, held
24-26 February in
Lomé, Togo, was
organized by the World
Council of Churches
Ecumenical HIV and AIDS
Initiatives and Advocacy
(WCC-EHAIA) West Africa
regional office.
With a theme of “New
strategies of prevention
and HIV,” the workshop
aimed to raise awareness
of new preventive
methods, particularly for
adolescents and youth.
Over two days, teachers

and chaplains reflected on
how they can holistically
reach out to children to
ensure they have all needed
information during
adolescence to be able to
make positive choices.
Participants discussed
various themes such as HIV
prevention in schools and its
challenges; sexuality,
violence and HIV infection in
juvenile environment; and
roles of Sunday school
teachers and chaplains in
HIV response. The workshop
intended to provide in-depth

knowledge and raised
challenges faced by those
reaching out to teens, as
statistics show that
adolescents are now the
most affected by HIV.
Education of young girls
continues to be a challenge
as the rate of early
pregnancies in primary and
secondary schools is very
high. In Togo, not only are
teens being infected but
also many early
pregnancies are being
recorded. Statistics from
press reports in 2013

indicate that only 29% of
girls reach secondary
schools while 72% of boys
continued their schooling.
In the six regions in Togo,
between 2010 and 2012,
out of 5,443 pregnancies,
230 were recorded from
primary schools. Sunday
school teachers and
chaplains reflected on
these statistics and how
they underscore the
importance of their roles in
helping adolescents and
young people protect
themselves.
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Commission plans World
Mission Conference in 2018

T

he group met in Rome
on 22-24 February, and
was hosted by the
Missionaries of Africa
(Missionari d' Africa-Padri
Bianchi), which offered
hospitality as well as insight
into the history of this
missionary community.
The group worked on
developing a thematic
concept and content of the
next WMC, highlighting the
importance of a celebratory
tone overall, with a strong
African influence and a clear
missionary character.
Reflecting on the urgency to
address the people at the
margins, CWME director Rev.
Dr Jooseop Keum reflected:
“We need to reintroduce the
aspects of radical
transformation in the values
of God's kingdom in today's
troubled world. To this end,
CWME intends to focus on
three thematic areas as we
move toward the 2018 WMC:
transformation and
discipleship; Holy Spirit and
empowerment; the missional

movement and the
Pilgrimage of Justice and
Peace”.
Commissioner Jennifer
Martin, who represented
CWME in a Pilgrimage of
Justice and Peace
Theological Study Group
meeting in February in Israel,
referred to the Pilgrimage of
Justice and Peace as a
journey of accompaniment
with those afflicted by
oppression toward
restoration and the fullness
of life. She highlighted that a
core function of CWME is to
“challenge and encourage
people into claiming the
abundant life which God has
created for them”.
Bishop Dr Geevargese Mor
Coorilos, CWME moderator,
stated: “The World Mission
Conference is meant to
reimagine "missio Dei" in
particular contexts and as
such, CWME is very excited
about the prospect of
organising a World Mission
Conference on the African
continent”.

“Our hope”, he added, “as
we meet in Rome, is that we
would be able to follow up on
the new excitement and
renewed energy that the new
WCC Mission Statement,
Together Towards Life, has
generated across the globe
and to challenge the
worldwide church, the
ecumenical movement and
mission bodies to move with
the Holy Spirit in an ethos of

transforming discipleship”.
“We have had lively and
enthusiastic discussions
around the conference
theme”, concluded CWME's
vice-moderator, Rev. Dr
Janet Corlett, adding that the
group “prayed for the Holy
Spirit's guidance in discerning
how our conference might
serve the mission of God,
challenge the current age,
and inspire us all with God's
promise of life”.

Olav Tveit on the “ten
Commandments” of food

A

21 January World
Economic Forum
session on how food
choices can become a catalyst
for positive change became an
opportunity for World Council
of Churches general secretary
Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit to
present “Ten Commandments”
of food to the gathered business
and political leaders.
“If we view food through the
lens of justice, every plate of
food reminds us of certain

challenges and opportunities.
It is important that we
acknowledge the efforts,
investments and very lives of
living plants and creatures
sacrificed to provide food on
our tables,” reflected Tveit
after the event.
Tveit's ten commandments of
food are:
1. You shall give thanks for

CONTD ON PAGE 15
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Tveit on food
CONTD FROM PAGE 14

the food you eat.
2. You shall provide food
for those who have no food.
3. You shall eat mindfully
and in moderation.
4. You shall be grateful to
those who grow and
prepare food for your table.
5. You shall not waste food.
6. You shall reduce the
ecological footprint of food
production and supply.
7. You shall protect the
biodiversity of the sources
o f
f o o d .
8. You shall support fair
wages for farmers' efforts.
9. You shall strive for all
people to have access to
affordable and nutritious
f
o
o
d
.
10. You shall rejoice and
share the sacred gift of food
with all.
Tveit added: “Food is
sacred, as it is a gift of God
to sustain our lives through
sharing, celebration,
gratitude, sacrifice and
renewal. In our common
home — the Earth — we
have to work together to
limit climate change and
other barriers to food
security, so that food can be
made available to all today
and in the years to come.

|15

Methodist Church in Kenya
consecrates second woman bishop

The Methodist Church in
Kenya, a member church of
t h e Wo r l d C o u n c i l o f
Churches (WCC),
consecrated its second
woman bishop, Rev. Alice
Muthoni Mutuma, on 31
January in Meru, Kenya.
The consecration was
attended by Christians from
the Methodist Church in
Kenya, as well as Christians
from Uganda and Tanzania.

ACROSS AFRICA
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Tveit

Government leaders also
attended the service.
In addition to leadership
positions in the governing
body of the Methodist
Church in Kenya, Mutuma
has served the church in
different capacities as a
circuit minister,
superintendent minister,
synod secretary and as a
chaplain in Maua Methodist
Hospital and Meru

University of Science and
Technology.
She is known as a trainer of
church leadership, a
counselor and a
motivational speaker.
Mutuma, who earned a
bachelor of divinity from St.
Paul's United Theological
College in Limuru, Kenya,
also holds a bachelor of arts
in social sciences from
Egerton University in Kenya
and a master of theology
from Queen's University in
Belfast. Before joining the
ministry she was a high
school teacher. She is
member of the Circle of
Concerned African
WomenTheologians.
Rev. Pauline Wanjiru Njiru,
East Africa regional
coordinator for the WCC
Ecumenical HIV and AIDS
Initiatives and Advocacy,
attended the service and
brought greetings from
WCC.

under 25years.
8. Angola has one of the
world's fastest growing
economies. Its economy
grew by 5.1% in 2013. Its
growth is projected to reach
7.9% in 2014 and 8.8% in 2015,
but about 36% of Angolans
live below the poverty line
and one in every four
persons is unemployed.
9. The National Cereal
Institute of Angola says that
the country requires 4.5

million tonnes of grain a
year but only grown about
55% of the corn, 20% of the
rice and just 5% of the wheat
needed for local
consumption.
10.
30% of African
children are malnourished
and stunted.
11.
About 80% of
tomato paste consumed in
Nigeria is being imported
from abroad.
12.
Remittances are
other significant sources of
funding from Africans in the
Diaspora. They totaled

nearly US $40billion in 2012,
compared to US
$28.9million in Official
development assistance
during the period. It is
estimated that Africa could
received billions of dollars
every year in remittances.
This could be helpful in
financing national
infrastructures.
13.
Of the US $23billion
that the fishing companies
in the US make each year.
US $1.3billion comes from

CONTD ON PAGE 19
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UN hails launch of 'Day of School Feeding'
as vital to Africa's development efforts

WFP provides daily meals to 219,000 pupils, cooks and teachers in primary schools under the School Meals programme in
Madagascar. Photo: WFP/Volana Rarivoson20

T

he United Nations
joined the African
Union today hailing
the inaugural 'Africa Day of
School Feeding,' as part of a
key strategy to address the
continent's development
challenges through homegrown school meal
programmes.
Celebrating the launch of
the Day, the African Union
(AU) and UN World Food
Programme (WFP)
highlighted the vital role of
school meals in education as
the world's most widely
used safety net.
School meals provide
critical social support,
encouraging more regular

attendance at school and
contributing to children's
protection in emergencies.
They are also a key longterm investment in millions
of people's futures, in local
economies, and in reducing
hunger across the globe.

strategy to enhance
retention and performance
of children in schools and to
boost income generation
and entrepreneurship in
local communities. The
decision saw the
establishment of 1 March as
“Further, when it comes to the 'Africa Day for School
encouraging girls' access to Feeding.'
school, adding just one year “ S c h o o l f e e d i n g
of school meals is proven to programmes are not new to
increase absolute enrolment Africa, in fact, some among
by nearly 30 percent,” said us became who we are today
WFP Executive Director because of school meals,”
Ertharin Cousin.
said Nkosazana Dlamini,
During the 26th AU Summit Chairperson of the African
in January 2016, the Heads Union Commission, adding
of States decided to adopt however that the link with
homegrown school feeding local food production is a
programmes as a continental new approach.

The Day focuses on homegrown school meals, where
local farmers produce food
that is then purchased for
use in school meals,
maximizing the benefits for
students, farmers and local
communities. According to
an analysis conducted by
WFP, every dollar spent on
a school meals programme
can result in a return worth
as much as $3 to $9.
More than half the world's
children assisted by WFP
with school meals live in
Africa. In 2014, over 10
million children in 41
African countries benefited
from WFP school meals
program
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Darfur: UN, AU call for free movement
of peacekeepers and Aids workers

E

xpressing deep
concern about the
upsurge in fighting
between the Sudanese
Government forces and a
rebel group in Darfur,
United Nations SecretaryGeneral ban Ki-moon today
called for freedom of
movement for UN
peacekeepers and
humanitarian actors in their

continued efforts to protect statement with Nkosazana
and support the affected D l a m i n i - Z u m a ,
civilians.
Chairperson of the African
“There is no military Union (AU) Commission.

solution to the conflict in
Darfur, and [we] call on all
parties to engage in earnest
in n eg o tia ti o ns for a
cessation of hostilities
leading to a peaceful
settlement of the conflict,”
Mr. Ban said in a joint

The upsurge in fighting
between the Government of
Sudan forces and the Sudan
Liberation Army/Abdul
Wahid, in the Jebel Marra
area of Darfur is taking a
toll on civilians.Since the
outbreak of violence six

Children in Jawa village, in East Jebel Marra (South Darfur). Photo: UNAMID/
Albert González Farran
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weeks ago, over 90,000
civilians have been
displaced in North Darfur,
in addition to 2.6 million
already displaced by the
conflict. There are also
unconfirmed reports of
significant numbers of
displaced people in Central
D a r f u r w h i c h
h u m a n i t a r i a n
organisations have been
unable to verify due to
access restrictions.
Mr. Ban and Ms. DlaminiZuma called on the
Government to fully
cooperate with the UN-AU
Mission in Darfur
(UNAMID) to facilitate its
freedom of movement, as
well as that of the
humanitarian actors in
their continued efforts to
protect and provide
assistance to the civilian
population affected by the
fighting. They also
reiterated their support to
the AU High Level
Implementation Panel for
Sudan and South Sudan, as
well as to UNAMID, in
their relentless efforts to
facilitate the peace
process.

Finally! Israel calls for the Third Temple to replace Al-Aqsa Mosque

O

ne of history's
most memorable
event is about to
take place. A remarkable
global event that could
lead to the fulfillment of
the final series of the
eschatological events of
Biblical prophecies is
about to take place. The
Israeli Minister of

Housing and
Construction, Mrs Uri
Ariel said recently that he
wish to see the
construction of a “Third
Temple” in place of the
Al-Aqsa Mosque that is
currently occupying the
Temple Mount. Uri Ariel
said the first Temple was
destroyed in 586BCE, the

second Temple in 70CE,
and ever since the Jewish
people have been
mourning its loss”. She
went on to say “Al-Aqsa
Mosque is currently in
the place of the Temple,
despite the Temple being
much holier than it”. AlAqsa is Islam's third most
holy mosque. According

to Uri Ariel “Now that
Israel has again become
a Jewish Sovereign
State, the desire to
rebuild the Temple is
growing stronger and
strong” she said. Could
this be the beginning of
the end? It's only a
matter of time from
now, we'll know.

18 |
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Orthodox patriarchs prepare for
Great and Holy Council in Crete

O

rthodox primates
have attended a
meeting chaired
by the Archbishop of
Constantinople-New
Rome and Ecumenical
Patriarch, Bartholomew,
in Chambésy, Geneva,
Switzerland, and set a
June date for a larger
Orthodox convocation,
the Great and Holy
Council of the Orthodox
Church.
E c u m e n ic a l P at ria rc h
Bartholomew convened a
Synaxis of Primates of the
Orthodox Autocephalous

Churches at the Orthodox
Centre of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate in Chambésy,
Geneva, from 21to 28 January,
2016.

On Sunday, 24 January, a
Divine Liturgy was held at
the Church of St. Paul at the
Orthodox Centre.

Along with the Ecumenical
All of the primates attended Patriarch, the heads of the
the synaxis in person with a delegations of the Orthodox
few exceptions.
churches concelebrated the
Patriarch John X of Antioch liturgy, with the exception of
and Metropolitan Sawa of the head of the delegation of
Poland were unable to attend t h e P a t r i a r c h a t e o f
due to health reasons, and Antioch.Synaxis sessions
Archbishop Ieronymos of were held in the apostolic
Athens and All Greece was spirit of “speaking the truth
absent for personal reasons. in love” (Eph. 4.15), in
All three were represented by harmony and understanding,
o f f i c i a l l y a u t h o r i z e d and the primates affirmed
their decision to convene the
delegates.
Holy and Great Council.

OUR UNIQUE OBJECTIVE

T

o provide European, North American, Asian, Pacific, African,
Caribbean and South American missionaries, Christians and
Church leaders with current status on African missions and
global evangelization and to prepare and educate all those who are
going to Africa for missionary work.
We also prepare African Christians for missionary work to other
parts of the world.

MISSION PHOTOS
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Mission in secularized
contexts focus of seminar

R

epresentatives of
different Christian
traditions will
analyze the challenges to
mission in secularized
contexts during a seminar
22-26 February in Hungary.

Thousands Of Coptic
Christians Protest In Egypt

T

housands of Coptic
Christians recently
engaged in a
peaceful protest at the
Provincial administration
office in Minya, Egypt
against the continued
kidnapping and killing of
Christians in that country.
They cited a particular case
of an 18 year old Coptic
Christian girl who was
believed to have been
kidnapped with her family
in the city of Samalot. The
said issue of kidnapping and
killing of Coptic Christians
across Egypt is so rampant
and seems to have no
lasting solution .Many
Christian lives are lost to
Islam as a result of
abduction, forced
Islamization and forced
marriage to Muslim men
against the will of the girl's
parent. Coptic Christians
are a minority in Egypt. Thy
account for 10%, of the
population while Moslem
are 84.7% of the population.
Most kidnappers often
require a significant amount
of ransom depending on

the financial capacity of
the family. Most families
are unable to meet the
financial demands of the
kidnappers, this often end
in the death of the
hostages. Most Christian
organizations also face
serious challenges in terms
of property ownership
while other Christians are
subjected to blasphemy
charges as in a recent case
where an Egyptian court
sentence three Christian
teenagers to five years in
prison for “laughing” in
mockery of Muslim
prayers. The case of
blasphemy charges against
Christian have increased in
recent months despite
President El-Sissi's promise
to review Egypt's Religious
laws.
Christians in Egypt have
been under sever attacks,
persecution, intimidation,
kidnapping and acts of
vandalisation since the fall
of former president
Mohammed Morsi and his
Muslim Brotherhood party
in July 2013.

T h e Wo r l d C o u n c i l o f
Churches (WCC) is offering
the event as a joint effort with
the World Communion of
Reformed Churches, the
Association of Protestant
Churches and Missions
(Evangelisches Missionswerk
or EMW) and the Council for
World Mission-Europe.
The seminar is coordinated by
Dr Marina Behera, professor
of Missiology for the
Ecumenical Institute; Rev. Dr
Jooseop Keum, director for
the WCC Commission on

Mission and Evangelism; and
Rev. Dr Hielke Wolters,
associate general secretary for
WCC Unity, Mission and
Ecumenical Relations.
“We are gathering as a
response to developments and
questions in several European
churches,” explained Wolters.
“These churches see a decline
of membership and wonder
how we can share the Christian
faith in such a way that it is
relevant for people living and
working in secular contexts.
There is no easy answer and
many churches have already
explored new ways of
engagement in their societies.
The purpose of the seminar is
to share these experiences and
reflect together on ways
forward.”

A street pastor reaches out to young people in the
Danish port of Esbjerg. © Peter Williams/WCC

ACROSS AFRICA

A
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frica needs US
$40billion per year
to spend on
infrastructure.
Intra regional trade within
Africa is between 10% and
12% of Africa total trade.
Comparable figures are
40% in North America and
roughly 60% in Western
Europe.
1.
Over 80% of

Africa's exports are
shipped overseas, mainly
to the European Union
(EU), China and the US.
2.
In the sub-Saharan
African region, it takes an
average of 38 days to
import and 32 days to
export goods across
borders – two of the
longest wait times in the
world.
3.
Across West Africa,
between 4million and
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Biblical Images for the Church
Pastor Theo Groeneveld

This brief article will
unpack Jesus'
founding statement on
the purpose of the
church, thereafter the
source of the church's
power will be
acknowledged and
then biblical images
for the church will be
explored. Each
section will include
thoughts and
questions for practical
and contextual
application.

T

he Church is God's
plan in the World.
(The foundation and
purpose of the Church)
The church has existed for
two thousand years. Many
have predicted the demise
of the church and yet it
continues. Sometimes it's
something to be proud of
and at other times we

cannot be so proud.
But to really understand the
nature and purpose of the
Church it will be helpful to
hear what Jesus had to say
about the nature and
purpose of the Church.
Interestingly enough, the
identity of the Church is
inextricably linked to the
identity of Christ.
`But what about you?` Jesus
asked. `Who do you say I
am?`
Simon Peter answered,
`You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.`
Jesus replied, `Blessed are
you Simon son of Jonah, for
this was not revealed to
you by man, but by my
father in heaven. And I tell
you that you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of
hell will not prevail against
it.` (Matthew16:18)
People had speculated on
Jesus' identity: Some saw
Him as a prophet, others as
Elijah come back from the

dead. Peter, however, saw
it clearly. He realised that
Jesus was the Christ
(Messiah).
Jesus response about Peter
and the Rock is unusual.
Being able to read Greek
helps here. The name Peter
is derived from the
masculine Greek word for
rock (Petros) but the word
for the foundation of rock
which Jesus uses as the
foundation of the church is
a feminine word (Petra).
So if the rock on which the

church is built is not Peter,
then what is the rock? The
foundation of the Church is
Peter's creed: `You are the
Christ - the Son of the living
God.`
This is the basis of the
church and there are three
resulting facts:
- Jesus is the One who
builds the Church and it is
His.
- Our identity and purpose
is tied up in His identity - He
is the saving Messiah.
CONTD ON PAGE 21
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Biblical Images for the Church

CONTD FROM PAGE 20

- Even the gates of hell will
not prevail against the
church.
It is easy to become
negative about the
Church. It is also easy to
mistake the minister for

the church. It is easy to get
wrapped up in the local
congregation's agenda
and lose sight of our
purpose.
And what is our purpose?
To proclaim Jesus and
prevail against evil.

Through thick and thin.
The church will still be here
when Google, Microsoft,
and many of the
organisations and brandnames we know now are
long gone!
So, to conclude this

section:
What is the Church?
- It's God's choice place of
work in the world – Jesus
is building it!
What is the purpose of the
Church?
- To proclaim Jesus the
Messiah who saves
- To prevail against evil
The Church's Power
When the day of Pentecost
came, they were all
together in one place.
Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind
came from heaven and
filled the whole house
where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to
be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest
on each of them. (Acts2:1-3)
A few days after the
Ascension of Jesus, the
CONTD ON PAGE 22

FOOTPRINT ON THE SAND OF TIME

LIFE - CHANGING QUOTES

1) We are ashamed of the suspicions and rivalries, the
dogmatism over non-essentials, the power-struggles
and empire-building which spoil our evangelistic
witness. - Manila Manifesto

6) The holiest moment of the Church service is the
moment when God's people - strengthened by
preaching and sacrament - go out of the church door
into the world to be the Church. - Ernest Southcott

2) One of the many divine qualities of the Bible is this:
that it does not yield its secrets to the irrelevant and
censorious. - J. I. Packer

7) When mother Teresa received her Nobel Prize she
was asked, “What can we do to help promote world
peace?” “Go home and love your family” she replied
- Mother Teresa

3) He who hath heard the Word of God can bear his
silence - St. Ignatius
4) Nobody ever outgrows Scripture, the Book widens
and deepens with our years. - Charles H. Spurgeon
5) My conscience is captive to the Word of God … Here
I stand, I can do no other. - Martin Luther at Worms

8) While women weep, as they do now, I will fight,
while little children go hungry, I will fight, while men go
to prison in and out, in and out as they do now, I'll fight,
while there is a drunkard left, while there is a poor lost
girl upon the streets, where there remains one dark soul
without the light of God – I'll fight! I'll fight to the very
end! - William Booth
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leftover disciples gathered
to for worship. They were a
fearful rag-tag bunch, but
something happened to
them that equipped them
to fearlessly take the
message out on the streets
and for Peter to bring over
3000 people to faith
though a simple sermon.
The coming of the Holy
Spirit upon God's people
was God's birthday gift to
the Church that He
inaugurated. Today this
same Holy Spirit wants to
work in us to enable us to
do and be more than we
ever thought we could.
Wind and Fire are good
symbols of the Spirit's
coming. The thing about
wind is that it is invisible –
we can't tell where it is
from or where it is going –
we can't manipulate the
Spirit, but He does blow
away the cobwebs of a
staid faith and bring about
new life. Fire is powerful,
and like the burning bush,
we burn but we are not
consumed. Fire ignites. It is
warm and illuminating. We
talk about people who are
motivated by the Spirit as
`on-fire` people.
The church is not expected

to enter the struggle on its
own. When we are open to
God, the wind will blow and
we will have fire in our
bellies.
Here are some thoughts to
consider:

Are there times we close
the `windows` of our hearts
and churches to keep the
wind out because we like
being settled and in our rut?

Are there times that we
quench the fire that burns
in us by sticking to our own
agenda's and staying far
from true worship?

Does our church resemble
the rag-tag bunch before
the coming of the Spirit, or
are there signs of God's
work in our midst?


"Images used for the
Church #1: The Body"

Just as each of us has one

The church is not expected to
enter the struggle on its own.
When we are open to God, the
wind will blow and we will have
fire in our bellies

body with many members,
and these members do not
all have the same function,
so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and
each member belongs to
the others. (Romans12:4-5)

In the New Testament the
body is the most frequently
used image for the Church.
The head of the body is
Jesus and we are the
various parts of it.

There are four important
features to this image:

1. There is unity in
diversity. Although we are
different, we belong to one
another.

2. Though we have
different functions we
have a common purpose:
The growth of the body.

3. When one part of the
body hurts the rest of the
body shares its pain.

4. If we are separated
from the head, the body
will cease to function.

One could probably
stretch the analogy further
by saying that the body has
various systems like the
digestive system, the
breathing system, and so
on and that these systems

could be likened to
congregations and even
denominations. Again the
same rules apply - the
digestive system needs
the circulation system
and both still need to be
connected to the head.

1. How aware are you of
being part of the body?

2. Are you trying to be a
part on your own or are
you comfortable with the
fact we will need to rely
on one another?

3. How in touch with the
head (Jesus) are you?


Images#2: A Building

As you come to Him, the
living stone - rejected by
men but chosen by God
and precious to Him - you
also, like living stones are
being built into a spiritual
h ou s e t o be a ho l y
priesthood offering
spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God
through Jesus. (1Peter2:45)

We're stones - not bricks
(bricks are all the same) in
God's building. By this
image Peter is conveying
some important truths
about the Church.

These truths can be
divided into two parts:

Firstly there are truths
about Jesus. If one reads
on, Peter identifies Christ
as the cornerstone and
capstone of the building.

· The cornerstone was
important, because the
Master Builder would lay
the cornerstone and the
CONTD ON PAGE 23
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UN UNVEILS NEW STAMPS PROMOTING
LGBT WORLDWIDE

T

he United Nations
P o s t a l
Administration has
released six new postage
stamps promoting equality
for lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender people.
The colourful stamps by
artist and UNPA art
director Sergio Baradat are

also meant to celebrate the
diversity of the gay
community and marks the
first time the global body’s
post office has issued
stamps with an LGBT
theme.
I went back to my old
school to say: I’m gay
Read more

The stamps were unveiled
in a ceremony at the UN
general assembly building
that included a
performance by the New
York Gay Men’s Chorus.
“ We n e e d t o c h a n g e
attitudes to one of
acceptance,” said Stephen
Cutts, UN assistant

secretary general.
The stamps support the
UN human rights office’s
Free & Equal campaign,
which aims to promote fair
treatment of the LGBT
community.
Charles Radcliffe, chief of
the global issues section of
the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, said there have
been advances in human
rights for members of the
LGBT community, but
more must be done
because hate crimes are
still too common and
homosexuality is still
criminalised in some
countries.
The first United Nations
stamps were issued in US
dollar denominations on
United Nations Day, 24
October 1951. Besides
human rights, stamp
themes have included
peace, the environment
and endangered species.

Biblical Images for the Church
labourers would use the
cornerstone to get the
orientation of the
building correct. All
building was done with
reference to the
cornerstone.

· The capstone is the
stone at the top of an
arch and in a sense
brings together two
opposing forces. The
higher the arch, the

more impressive the
capstone.
The church is founded by
Jesus and He is its
foundational cornerstone He defines the orientation,
purpose, and direction of
the church. But He is also
the capstone - He is to be
lifted up and glorified by
the church

The second set of truths

have to do with us, the
stones.

· Stones in a wall are all
unique and each has a part
to play.

· We have to find our `fit` in
the walls of God's building.

· The mortar that binds us
together is Christ's love
overflowing from our
hearts

· A wall cannot consist of
one stone - we need each

o
t
h
e
r
Sometimes we struggle
with the stones who are
next to us. Sometimes
they let us down or
frustrate us. Our
committment to being
God's building is tested at
this point. Can you
imagine a wall of stones
bickering at each other?
There are unfortunately
some churches that are
CONTD ON PAGE 24
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Biblical Images
for the Church

T

CONTD FROM PAGE 21

he Church is God's plan in the
W
o
r
l
d
.
(The foundation and purpose
of the Church)
The church has existed for two
thousand years. Many have
predicted the demise of the church
and yet it continues. Sometimes it's
something to be proud of and at
other times we cannot be so proud.
But to really understand the nature
and purpose of the Church it will be
helpful to hear what Jesus had to say
about the nature and purpose of the
Church. Interestingly enough, the
identity of the Church is inextricably
linked to the identity of Christ.
`But what about you?` Jesus asked.
`Who do you say I am?`

People had speculated on Jesus'
identity: Some saw Him as a prophet,
others as Elijah come back from the
dead. Peter, however, saw it clearly.
He realised that Jesus was the Christ
(Messiah).
Jesus response about Peter and the
Rock is unusual. Being able to read
Greek helps here. The name Peter is
derived from the masculine Greek
For the shepherd the
word for rock (Petros) but the word
individual is important, but
for the foundation of rock which
Jesus uses as the foundation of the
so is the flock. The flock
needs the individual (which church is a feminine word (Petra).
So if the rock on which the church is
is why the shepherd will
built is not Peter, then what is the
leave the 99 in search for the rock? The foundation of the Church is
1) but the flock is important Peter's creed: `You are the Christ - the
Son of the living God.`
too
Simon Peter answered, `You are the This is the basis of the church and
Christ, the Son of the living God.`
there are three resulting facts:
Jesus replied, `Blessed are you
- Jesus is the One who builds the
Simon son of Jonah, for this was
Church and it is His.
not revealed to you by man, but by - Our identity and purpose is tied up in
my father in heaven. And I tell you
His identity - He is the saving Messiah.
that you are Peter, and on this rock - Even the gates of hell will not prevail
I will build my church, and the gates against the church.
of hell will not prevail against it.`
(Matthew16:18)
TO BE CONTINUED

“
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COUNTRY PROFILE:

CAMEROON AT A GLANCE
Country Name:

Republic of Cameroon

Region:

Africa

Sub-Region:

Central Africa

Area:

475,442 sqkm

Description:
• Lies on the continental' hinge' between West and Central Africa
• Semi-arid in the North
• Grassland in the Centre
• Rain forest in the South
• One of the most ethnically and linguistically complex countries in Africa.
• A German Colony between 1884 and 1919 and later divided between Britain and France.
• Independent from France in 1960, and union with English-speaking geographical territory
in 1961.
• Cameroon may face an uncertain future as a result of the Political tension between its
Anglophone and Francophone regions.
• Cameroon is largely dependent on Agriculture and oil export.
• There is a high level of unemployment
• A significant portion of the population is engaged in Agriculture despite ample mineral
resources.
• Cameroon has one of Africa's highest literacy rates.
• Has one of the highest rates of corruption in the world.

GO YE INTO THE WORLD...

Mark 15:16
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Nigeria: 14-Year Old Christian Girl Abducted,
A 14 year old Christian girl from Bayesla State, South-South Nigeria was forcefully abducted by a Muslim man named Yunusa Dahiru (nicknameYellow) from Kano State in North West Nigeria. The young teenage girl, Miss Ese Oruru was abducted from her home. She was
carried away and stolen from her Christian parents, family and loved ones and taken by a Moslem man to a faraway geographical
territory, a predominantly Muslim society with a strange Islamic culture that is totally different from her Christian background.

E

se did not leave her
home freely or of her
own volition but was
wickedly and forcefully
carried away to a Muslim
dominated part of Nigeria
which she has never seen
or been before. It was a
tragic story, a satanic act
of child abduction,
kidnapping, human
trafficking, slavery, wicked
rape, religious bigotry and
ritual sex.
Ese was held against her
will and kept in the Islamic
palace of the Emir of Kano
for probably over a year
and forcefully Islamized.
During his period she was
believed to have been
raped over and over again
and she may have
contacted the Acquired
Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS),
Vesicovirginal Fistula (VVF)
as well as some strange Esse before abduction
sexually transmitted
disease. She is currently pregnant. This is not the p l a c e . T h o u s a n d s o f
a b o u t f i v e m o n t h first time in Nigeria this Christian girls, over the
kind of story is taken years, have been stolen
from their homes,
forcefully Islamized and
given in married to Muslim
men against the will of
their parents. There is the
case of 17 year old
Christian girl Miss
Patience Paul Adaji who
was forcefully abducted
from her parents in Benue
State and taken to the
Muslim dominated city of
Sokoto in Sokoto State,
North-West Nigeria
against her will. There is
also another case of a 13
year old Christian girl
named Miss Charity
Esse six months after abduction

Uzoechina who was
abducted, raped,
Islamized and forcefully
married off to a Muslim
man in Minna Niger State,
North-Central Nigeria
against the will of her
parents.
There is another incident
of Miss Lucy Ejeh a
Christian girl who was
stolen at 15, forcefully
Islamized and married by
her adductor at 20. There
is also 13 year old Miss
Progress Jacob who was
stolen in Bauchi, NorthEast Nigeria and held by
the Sharia Commission.
The Nigerian Police said
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Forcefully Islamized And Impregnated

“

Nigeria is a strange
nation where evil such as
these go on repeatedly
unreported. Many
Christian girls have been
lost to Islam through
forceful abduction and
no one has seen them
again

“

her case was beyond them.
We also have Miss Ifeoma
Nichodemus, a 16 year old
Christian girl who was
abducted in Zaria, Kaduna
State, North West Nigeria in
May 2014. She was
forcefully Islamized and
given out to marriage
without the knowledge and
consent of her parents. The
list continues indefinitely.
Nigeria is a strange nation
where evil such as these go
on repeatedly unreported.
Many Christian girls have
been lost to Islam through
forceful adduction and no
one has seen them again.
Those few bold Christians
who stand up to speak

against such atrocities are
often threatened with
violence, persecution and Miss Patience Paul Adaji, before and after abduction
intimidation of all kinds.
Abduction, forcefully
them. The only way to stop old they will not depart
Islamization and marriage
this is for Christians to from it, rather they will
to Christian girls by Muslim
wake up. Train up your boldly stand for Jesus even
men is Islam's last strategy
children in the way of the i n t h e t o u g h e s t
of penetrating Christian
Lord so that when they are circumstance of their lives.
societies and Islamizing

SPEAKOUT!

AND BE HEARD!!!

MISSIONAFRICA

Do you want to be heard around the world?
Do you have something to say?... Something to
share? Speak Out is the right platform to
express your opinion and you'll be heard.

Send your articles to Speak Out by email

info@missionafricamag.co.za
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SHOCK NEWS
1. Around 500 persons die of AIDS/HIV every month in Kenya.
2. Christianity in Germany is growing at an Annual Growth Rate of -0.9% while Islam and Hindu are growing at an
Annual Growth Rates of +1.8% and +5.1% respectively.
3. Only 1.0% of the population of France are Evangelicals.
4. 27% of the population of Bosnia are unevangelized.
5. 77% of the people groups in Russia are unreached.
6. Several thousands of Egyptian Christians are enticed to become Muslims annually. A significant number of
Christian girls are enticed by Muslim males to turn to Islam. In some cases violent abduction and forced conversion is
applied.
7. About 38 Millions South Africans are adherent of Christianity but only about 16.3 million have some significant like
to a local Churches.
8. Spain is one of the world's heaviest users of cocaine, heroine and marijuana. About 2.0 million persons take drug,
majority of them are young people.
9. About 86% of all the children in St. Lucia are born out of wedlock and 45% of all households are led by women.
10. About 37 million persons are affiliated to Christianity in the United Kingdom but only 6.9 million are members of a
local church.
11. The scale of corruption in Nigeria is staggering. Graft, bribery and embezzlement are common place. Since the
1960's over US$400 Billion has been lost to corruption, almost all to the very people entrusted with the Nation's
stewardship. Politicians, bankers, police, military, even religious leaders have all been found guilty.
12. Afghanistan grows 90% of the world's opium-producing poppies. Poppy cultivation has long been the main
internal source of income, peaking at one-third of the GDP.
13. The personal income of church members in 2015 is in the order of US$42,000 billion Dollars. (World Christian
Database (Centre for the study of Global Christianity, Gordon – Conwell Theological Seminary)).
14. By 2006 in Denmark, Muslims numbered only 4% of the population but they received 40% of the social welfare of
that country.
15. Approximately 20% of school age children in the Gambia attend Koranic Schools.
16. 85% of all unreached people groups live in the 10/40 window.

UN agency expands meals programme to
more than 1,600 schools across Guinea

M

ore than
2 4 0 , 0 0 0
children will
receive daily hot meals in
school this academic year
in Guinea, according to the
United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP), which
is expanding its school
meals programme from
735 to 1,60 5 primary
schools across the country.
“When a nutritious hot
meal is available at school,
attendance rates increase
significantly. School meals
provide food security for
children, keeping them in

As schools reopen across Guinea, WFP is resuming its school meals programme in all four regions of the
country. Photo: WFP/Sanoussy Barry

school and enabling them
to concentrate on their

studies,” Elisabeth Faure,
WFP Country Director in

Guinea, said in a statement
released today.
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AFRICA IN FIGURES:

AFRICA ADULT LITERACY RATE

Adult Literacy rate, both sexes (% ages 15 and older) percentage of the population ages 15 and older who
can, with understanding, both read and write a short statement on their everyday life.
Source: UNESCO Institute of Statistics (2013) Data Centre, Accessed November, 2013. Data in the table are
those available to the Human Development Report Office as of 15 November, 2013, unless otherwise
specified.
COUNTRY
Gabon

2012
89.0

COUNTRY
Lesotho

2012
75.8

South Africa

93.0

Senegal

49.7

Cape Verde

84.9

Uganda

73.2

Tunisia

79.1

Benin

28.7

Algeria

72.6

Togo

60.4

Botswana

85.1

Sudan

71.9

Egypt

73.9

Seychelles

91.8

Namibia

76.5

Libya

89.5

Djibouti

72.2

Morocco

67.1

Cote d'Ivoire

56.9

Ghana

71.5

Gambia

51.1

Zambia

61.4

Ethiopia

39.0

Sao Tome & Principe

69.5

Malawi

61.3

Equatorial Guinea

94.2

Liberia

42.9

Kenya

72.2

Mali

33.4

Swaziland

87.8

Guinea Bissau

55.3

Mozambique

50.6

Angola

70.4

Guinea

25.3

Rwanda

65.9

Burundi

86.9

Nigeria

51.1

Eritrea

68.9

Cameroun

71.3

Sierra Leone

43.3

Madagascar

64.5

Chad

35.4

Zimbabwe

83.6

CAR

56.6

Tanzania

67.8

Congo DRC

61.2

Comoros

75.5

Niger

28.7

South Sudan

71.9

Mauritania

58.6

Somalia

19.2

NOTE: The literacy figures for Djibouti and Somalia were taken from Operation World, Jason
Mandryk 7th Edition 2010. Literacy figure for South Sudan was the same one for Sudan.
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ADOPT A PEOPLE

Makonde in Mozambique
Population

499,000
Christian
5.0%
Evangelical
0.50%
Largest Religion
Islam (83.0%)
Main Language
Makonde

Introduction / History

T

he Makonde live on which forms the border of the five largest ethnic from Lindi to the Ruvuma
both sides of the between Tanzania and groups in Tanzania. Their River and stretches 180
R u v u m a R i v e r Mozambique. They are one homeland touches the coast kilometers to the west.

Berber, Rifi in Morocco
Population
1,453,000
Christian
0.03%
Evangelical
0.00%
Largest Religion
Islam (99.9%)
Main Language

Introduction / History

T

he Northern Shilha
of Algeria and
Morocco, known as
the "Rif Berbers," are
numerous tribes of tough
and hardened people
erking out an existence on

the harsh, uninviting
slopes of the Rif
Mountains. The land,
located in the
northwestern portion of
Africa, is a combination of
deserts, mountains, and

rolling fields. It is bordered
by two rivers and 145 miles
of coastline.
The word "Rif" is an Arabic
word meaning "the edge
of cultivated area." The Rif

Berbers are actually made
up of 19 tribes: five in the
west along the
Mediterranean coast,
seven in the center, five in
the east, and two in the
southeastern desert area.

Are you
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